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The more you try guess, the less you are  at rest

CHILDREN OF GOD

- Swami Chidananda

Beloved and blessed children of the Divine !

You must be like the wind, not being influenced in any manner by
anything good or bad. The wind always maintains its status. It is always
Nitya Shuddha, Nity-Nirmala, Nirguna, Nirvikaara. It passes over a clean
place like a playground or a tennis court or a field. It remains clean, pure
and swift. It passes over a foul smelling place, the smell comes along
with it for a little while, and once again it attains its absolute pure
attributeless state, leaving the odour behind. When it passes over a gar-
den full of flowers, it becomes filled with fragrance, and inhaling the fra-
grant breeze one says, “Ah! How nice !” and that also will be left behind.
Like this, it does not carry anything, it does not remain foul-smelling or
fragrant – it is what it is. It soon regains its attribute less, natural condi-
tion, its unsullied state.

In the same way, we should retain our unsullied state of attribute
less purity, because purity is not an attribute of the Atman. The Atman is
ever pure. Any attribute is lessening its pristine glorious state, as all com-
ing down from that supreme transcemdental level, any attribute makes
it lesser than what it is. Therefore, you should ever be in your pristine
state.

Moving through this world of the three Gunas, this world of Daivi
and Asurik, this world of varied moods of nature, and to retain one’ pris-
tine state of pure divinity is possible only if we assiduously practice af-
firming our true nature, identifying in consciousness with the essential
true nature and not slipping away from that central position and identify
with anything other than our pristine, ever-pure Nitya-Shuddha Swarupa.
If that is practiced, always identifying with out eternal real Self and reject-
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Where wisdom is called for, forece is of little use

ing the pull of Maya, resisting all attempts, rejecting all downward pulls,
ever keeping ourselves uplifted, then we can live in this world untouched
by this world, live in this world, but in the state of pure divinity. That is the
only way. There is no other way. All other ways ultimately imply the same
way.

Saying that we do not want this world, that nothing belongs to us,
that we are children of God, and therefore we are divine – that is putting
it in another way, in a relative manner. But it implies the same thing. If we
are children of God, we cannot be anything other than divine. Either it is
through identify, or it is through relationship; but the implication is the
same, the result is the same. To know yourself as pure unsullied divinity,
that is the way to overcome the world, to nullify all other influences that
are trying to affect or modify our consciousness. This should be the
attempt of the true Sadhaka of the true Bhakta, of the true Vedantin.

Just as in the slime on the ground of a lake or a pond, a lotus has
its origin and the water of the pond is some times pure and sometimes
impure with a lot of silt and rotten leaves. With the rain the muddy water
runs into the pond from all sides, and the pond becomes reddish like
coffee or cocoa. Nevertheless, in the midst of all that the lotus retains its
beauty and its purity, it is not affected by the water. If flourishes coming
out from the slime, its origin, it comes up and breaking the surface of the
pond, it runs its face towards the light of the sun. When the sun sets, the
lotus also closes. It says, “Not ! I am open only to the light of the sun, I
am not open to darkness”. That is the behavior of the lotus. Therefore, it
is said many a times that you must live in this world like a lotus leaf in
water – ‘padma patramivambhsi” – untouched,  unaffected. That is the
Anasakti Yoga of the Srimad Bhagavad Gita. Being here, but being cen-
tered there. Being involved in activity here and doing Karma, yet being
connected only there, inwardly connected with the Divine. That is the
Gita. Yogastha kuru karmani – inside ever be in a state of Yoga, in spiri-
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Peace is hard to find because it is under your nose

tual connection with the divine, and go on with your destined activity.
The teaching is to be a Nirmama, Nirlipta, Asangi, Shubha – Ashubha
Parityagi.

In the latter half of the 12th Chapter of the Srimad Bhagavad Gita,
the Lord tells us in a very simple and unmistakable manner His view of
one whom He regards as His true devotee, what is His concept of a
Bhakta who is dear to Him. There was a very devout Krishna Bhakta, a
scholar and an academician who was teaching in a college, called Pro-
fessor Gangasharan Sheel. He has translated these significant verses
form the latter half of the 12th Chapter into sweet beautiful Hindi verses
which are easy to sing.

Aise hain Bhakta mujhe pyare, batla diya Krishna Murarine,
Gita dwara amrit sabko, pilva diya Krishna Murari ne.
Ho dwesh rahit sab jivan mein, ho maitra karun nirman nirham,
Sukha dukha mein sama our kshamasheel,batla diya Krishna

Murarine.
Santushta sada dhyani yogi, mana indriyajit dridha nishchaya ho,
Mujhme arpit ho mana buddhi, batla diya Krishna Murarine.
Jis se janata udvigna na ho, janata se jo udvigna na ho,
Ho harsha rosha bhaya mukta sadaa,
batla diya Krishna Murari ne.
Anapeksha, daksha, shuchi, udaasin,
ho vyatha-heen nirdvandva sadaa,
Ho sarvaarambha parityagi, batla diya Krishna Murari ne.
Sukh mein na harsha, duhkha mein na dvesh, nahin shoka, na ho

iccha koyi,
Shubha ashubha karmaka phal tyagi,
batla diya Krishna Murari ne.

Sama shatru mitra, apamaan, maan, sheetoshna duhkha sukha
mein sama ho,
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You cannot make a fol of the one who keeps cool

Ho anaasakta saba vishayon mein, batla diya Krishna Murari ne.
Ninda stuti mein ho sama, mauni, santushta, mile jo kuch usme,
Dridha mati ho, griha mamata tyagi, batla diya Krishna Murari ne.
Shraddhayut is dharmamrit ko, jo jana matpar ho paan kare,
Ati hi priya hein ve Bhakta mujhe, batla diya Krishna Murari ne.

These verses tell us about the state of Antah-Samata. Antah-
Samata means an interior state in which you refuse to allow things out-
side to have an impact upon you and influence you. It means to refuse to
be influenced, to remain untouched. Thus all Sadhanas are in order to
bring firmly established in your favourite deity so that your conscious-
ness does not move from that centre. In Vedanta, it is Svarupavastha,
being firmly established in one’s true nature. Both mean the same thing.
He is within us as our very own Self.

This is therefore my sharing today, Friday the 16th of August, 1991
during late afternoon Maitri Satsanga in this Ashram near the Ganga. I
am very happy to be here, happy to have released the Card "Sharanagta
deenarta paritrana parayane, sarvasyarti hare Devi Narayani Namosture’
and the second Edition of ‘Light Fountain’. These publications have been
made possible by the funds raised and donated by the lady Satsangis.

I am also very happy to have been able to listen to your singing of
prayers and Hanuman Chalisa and have some sharing with you about
what our ancestors have given as our heritage. They have handed down
the message from generation to generation through an unbroken suc-
cession of Guru and disciple, master and pupil, saint and seeker of how
one should be Nirlipta, unaffected by the creations of Prakriti by always
being centred in one's own uncreated Nitya, Anad, Ananta Shashwat
Svarupa or being centered in that Supreme Reality which is the
beinningless and endless, trascendental supremely divine Reality.

Thank you. God bless you.
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"MAHAMAHOPADYAYA" MANNARGUDI
BRAHMASRI RAJU SASTRIGAL.

(A GREAT SANSKRIT SCHOVLER AND ADVAITHIC VEDANTIN IN THE LINEAGE OF SRIMAN

APPAYYA DIKSHITAR).

- Sivananda Muthuraman

Myself feel very much blessed and fortunate enough to write this
brief life history of a great Advaithic and Saivaite Mahan Brahmasri
Mannargudi  Raju Sastrigal, 9th in the lineage of Sriman Appayya Dikshitar
heriditory, who earned in his life time various titles such as
MAHAMAHOPADYAYA, PERIAVAL, ADVAITHIC VEDANTIN.
BIRTH:
Born to an orthodox pious great Saivite couple Sri Margasahaya Venkata
Subrahmanya Dikshitar, affectionately called Appa Dikshitar, and his
Dharma Pathni Smt Sundari Ammal  in the year 1815, at the Mukti Sthal
Thiruvarur in the State of Tamil Nadu where the Sangita Mumoorthis took
birth. Adayapalam (the birth place of Sriman Appayya Dikshitar) is the
great grandfathers' purvika sthalam. His family deity is Sri Marakatha
Valli sametha Sri Marga Sahayar, whose temple was constructed in the
Adayapalam by Sriman Appayya Dikshitar on his own source of

Maragathavalli  sahacharamamara tharum Kamapi
soolabha maana mathaam

Margasihayabhikya kuladeivatha  Masrayami sooramukyam.
GURUKULA VEDA STUDIES:

He learnt Sama Veda including lahanyas in detail from his grand-
father Sri Thiagaraja Dikshitar, and Kavya Natakas from his father. At the
age of fifteen became a famous exponent in the Sanskrit language and
composed lot of sanskrit poems. Also learnt Tharka and vyakarana
Sastras from Sri Gopala Chariar in Mannargudi where his maternal uncle
stayed. Learnt Vedanta lessons from Sri Narayana Saraswathi, Mimamsa

If you allow things to surprise you, you will get easily confused
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If I wish to advocate peace, do I have to about and scream?

from Kumbakonam Sri Raghunatha Sastrigal, and his name was wide
spread in the erstwhile State of Madras (composite State consisting of
Tamil Nadu, whole of Andhra Pradesh, part of Karnataka and part of
Maharashtra)for his Sanskrit Pandithya and intelligence in winning Vidvat
Sadas Competitions with reputed Sanskrit Pundits. His Guru praised
him that this birth is in continuation of his previous birth in which he
earned wisdom in Sanskrit knowledge as is explained by Lord Krishna
in the Bhagavad Gita, which everyone knows.
ESTABLISHED VEDA PATASALA IN MANNARGUDI:

At the age of 24 he became well versed in all the Sastras. By
seeing his pandithyam, the local people of Mannargudi arranged a resi-
dence to lead his grahasthasrama life and to run Veda Patasala to train
brahmacharies. Gradually knowing his Pandithyam and indepth knowl-
edge in the Vedas and Sastras, more and more Pundits and even
Sanyasis attended his Veda Patasala and some vidyarthis became his
disciple. Moreover his Guru advised him to teach to the Vidyarthis what
ever knowledge he obtained through the study of Vedas, Sastras, Itihasa
Puranas, and Guru's upadesas etc., and to do it as a great social ser-
vice.
RECOGNITION OF HIS GREAT SOCIAL SERVICE:

The students, Brahmacharies, and Saints who attended his Veda
Patasala were much benefited and became later as learned Pundits,
and found very useful in their spiritual life. By seeing the large number of
students and Sanyasis arriving from neighboring States, the local people
voluntarily came forward in offering free food and accommodation as
they were all Landlords. Surprisingly, Queen Victoria Maharani in cel-
ebration of her silver jubilee to the throne in the year 1887 (Birth year of
GURUDEV Swami Sivananda Saraswathi Maharaj), his name was se-
lected by the British Government and the Queen Victoria Maharani to
award him the title of   'MAHAMAHOPADYAYA' and to present suitable
Sanman in a largely attended public function.
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Sepak the truth at all cost, Speak a little, Speak sweetly

Having obtained which no other gain is considered as greater, remain-
ing in which one is not shaken evern by the heaviest of afflictions

Maharani ordered Lt Governor of Delhi to do all preliminary ar-
rangements for the award function. The invitation was sent to Brahmasri
Raju Sastrigal. But he was not inclined to travel to attend the function
and to receive the award since he is a Grahastha doing the ordained
daily ablutions like Nitaya Karma Anushtana, Agnihothra and certain other
religious restrictions which he cannot deviate, being a strict follower of
Hindu Sanathana Dharnma. This was informed to Maharani. Subse-
quently Maharani ordered the Lt Governor of Delhi to present the Award
and suitable sanman direct to him at his living place Mannargudi. He, in
turn, passed order to the then Thanjavur Collector to go to his place and
to honour him with the Award and Sanman, as ordered by the Queen.
Such was the unshakable faith in Hinduism and a strict follower in the
principles of Hinduism. He never failed to continue his forefathers' du-
ties of doing Dharma and felt it as his prime responsibility as a Hindu-
born, following from generation to generations in his family hereditary.
PERFECT FOLLOWER OF HINDU SANATANA DHARMA:

He has vowed and kept main objective of doing VIDYA DHANAM
by spreading his learned vidya to scores of people. He daily gets up at 3
am and take bath in the sacred Cauvery River or Gopinathar Tank ,
followed by his student disciples who includes Sanyasis also. After the
sacred bath he walks back with Theertha Patra chanting Veda Mantras
to the Veda Patasala through the streets. By hearing this sound, the
house holders also get up in the Brahma Muhurtha time and start their
day's work. Gurudev Swamy Sivananda Saraswathi Maharaj also used
to do the same thing by repeating "SIVOHAM" on the bank of sacred
Ganges River to wake up the Brahmacharies, Sadhaks, and devotees.
The devotees thought that he has all the attributes of Sage Vasishta
Maharishi and Sage Vamadeva Maharishi. After reaching the Veda
Patasala, he does his daily ablutions like Sandyavandana owpasana,
Nitya Agnihotra, Siva Puja, Vaisvadeyam etc. (To be continued)
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